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REMARKS 

Receipt of the Office Action of March 1 1 , 2005 is gratefully acknowledged. 

The drawings are objected to because they "do not comply with 37 CFR 
1.121(d). In reply thereto, a Replacement Sheet for both Figs. 1 and 2 are being 
submitted herewith. These Replacement Sheets are believed to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). one change has been made to Fig. 1 , namely, the echo 
signal E is shown in the space above the surface of the material 1 since it is a reflective 
signal. This illustration is consistent with the description of the preferred embodiment 
and on the understanding of echo systems by those skilled in the art. 

The title is objected to because it "is not descriptive." In reply thereto, the title 
has been changed to make it more descriptive. 

The specification is objected to because the "language and format" of the 
abstract is not acceptable. In reply thereto, an amended abstract has been submitted 
whose language and format should be acceptable. 

Claims 1-7 have been examined and these have been rejected as follows: 
claims 1 and 2 as unpatentable under 35 USC 1 03(a) over Bletz et al in view of Francia; 
claims 3 - 5 and 7 as unpatentable under 35 USC 103(a) over Bletz et al in view of 
Francia and Duenas; and claim 6 as unpatentable under 35 USC 103(a) over Bletz et 
al in view of Francia and Johnson et al. 

These rejections have been carefully studied and respectfully traversed. 

To place claims 1 - 7 in a more traditional U.S. format, claims 1-7 have been 
replaced by new claims 8-14. The scope of new claims 8-14 parallels that of claims 
1-7. 
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Claim 8 defines the transmitter of the invention to include a level sensor, a 
pressure sensor and a signal processing unit. The signal processing unit (unit 45, for 
example), receives data from the level sensor (level sensor 5, for example) and from 
the pressure sensor (pressure sensor 7, for example). 

The examiner admits that Bletz et al does not "...disclose the level sensor 
comprising a signal processing unit .... based on measurement signals supplied by the 
level sensor and the pressure sensor" the examiner relies on Francia for a teaching of 
the level sensor and the pressure sensor. According to Francia the pressure sensor 
provides "... a signal which represents the pressure exerted on the sensor by the 
hydraulic head," and by calculating "the parameter for the level of liquid in the main vat 
on the basis of a predetermined reference value for the density of the liquid..." See 
paragraph [0051] of Francia. One must assume from this disclosure that this type of 
level measurement cannot be very accurate, whereas measurements for providing 
inventory or inventory transfer information have to be very accurate because of the high 
cost of products involved. In paragraph [0061] of Francia it is stated that the 

"manometric level sensor described above provide useful indirect indications about 

changes in density and therefore the progress of the fermenting process." Indirect 
indications are not sufficient for providing inventory or inventory transfer information. 
Francia then states in paragraph [0062] that two sensors can be used at different 
predetermined levels. Such an arrangement is of no value where precise 
measurements are needed for providing inventory or inventory transfer information is 
needed. 

Neither Bletz et al nor Francia teach the signal processing unit of claim 8 capable 
of the determination noted in claim 8 from the data received from the level sensor and 
the pressure sensor for providing information for inventory or inventory transfer. 
Accordingly, claim 8, unlike claim 1 recites that the transmitter provides inventory or 
inventory transfer information. 
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The dependent claims, claims 9-14, recite further structural details which 
enhances the ability of the transmitter to provide the inventory or inventory transfer 
information. 

In view of the foregoing, reconsideration and re-examination are respectfully 
requested and claims 8-14 found allowable. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BACON & THOMAS, PLLC 
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